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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO MMO-04 AID-05 /028 W 

251904Z 039947/44 

R 251707Z JAN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3199 


UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 0370 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, OAS 

SUBJECT: CERP 0007 - FIELD EVALUATION OF OAS 1976 PROGRAMS 


REF: A-5420 OF NOV. 8, 1976 

1 . FOLLOWING IS CT'S EVALUATION OF OAS PROGRAMS IN EL SALVADOR. 
RESPONSE ARE IN SAME ORDER AS REFAIR QUERIES. 

2. GOES PERCEPTION OF OAS FIELD PROGRAMS: AT HIGHEST LEVELS 
OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH. OAS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS ARE 
PERCEIVED AS OF MARGINAL IMPORTANCO. THEY ARE NEVERTHELESS 
APPRECIATED AS A SOURCE OF TECHNICAL EXPERTIESE BUT ONLY AS 
LONG AS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED BY A MINIMUM AMOUNT OF LECTURING 
AND/OR INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL DECISION MAKING PROCESS. 

AT MINISTERIAL TECHNICAL LEVEL, EXPECTATIONS AND VIEW OF PERFOR- 
MANCE ARE FAVORABLE BUT NOT OVERLY SO. OAS SUPPORT IS COUNTED 
ON AS A LOW-KEY FORM OF ASSISTANCE, NEITHER NEGATIVE IF IT 
FAILS TO ATTAIN ITS GOAL NOR ESPECIALLY INSTRUMENTAL IF IT 
PROVES EFFECTIVE. 


3. U.S. MISSION PERCEPTION: THE MISSION’S KNOWLEDGE 
OF AND/OR INVOLVEMENT WITH OAS PROGRAMS IS MINOR. 
PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE OF THE NEGLIGIBLE SIZE OF THE OAS 
EFFORTS, AND THE LOW PROFILE APPROACH IN THEIR EXEUCTION. 

OAS PROGRAMS MAKE A MARGINAL, ALBEIT SOMETIMES MEANINGFUL, 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT. THE INSAFOCOOP 
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(SALVADORAN INSTITUTE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATIVES) 
PROGRAM IS CONSIDERED A GOOD ONE AND WAS STARTED WITH 
ISRAEL TECHNICIANS PAID FOR BY OAS. THE AGRICULTURAL 
ZONIFICATION PROGRAM IS ALSO CONSIDERED WORTHWHILE. THE 
OAS REPRESENTATIVE DOES NOT GENERALLY PARTICIPATE IN GOES 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETINGS. THE OAS IMAGE AS A DEVELOP- 
MENT AGENCY IS WEAK, PARTLY DUE TO LACK OF PUBLICITY AND THE 
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SPECTOR OF U.S. /WASHINGTON INFLUENCE. THE PRESENT THRUST OF 
THA PROGRAM IS DIVIDED BETWEEN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND 
SCIENTIFIC-CULTURAL AREAS AND THE GOES APPEARS TO WELCOME THE 
FREEDOM TO REQUEST INTERNATIONAL EXPERTISE IN AREAS OF 
THEIR PARTICULAR CHOICE. 

4. REGARDING THE SPECIFIC PROJECT QUESTIONS, THE EMBASSY 
DOSE NOT HAVE INFORMATION BEYOND POINTS MENTIONED ABOVE. 

TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE OAS PROGRAMS DO NOT DUPLICATE ACTIVITIES 
OF OTHER DONORS INCLUDING OUR AID PROGRAMS. 

LOZANO 
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